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W EDN ESDAY I N T H E GR E AT W EEK 
MarK 14:1–2
The first three days of Holy Week — Palm Sunday, Monday, and Tuesday 
— were exhaustively busy for Jesus. He needed rest. Wednesday was 
the calm before the storm, the ominously quiet center of the cyclone. 
The feast of the Passover (Unleavened Bread) was two days away (14:1). 
It commemorated the “passing over” by the death angel of the homes 
of the Israelites in Egypt which bore on lintel and doorposts the blood 
of the paschal lamb (Ex. 12:1–20 and 13:3–9). The Passover was to the 
Hebrews what the Fourth of July is to Americans, the birth of a nation. To 
remember the bitter years of servitude in the land of the Nile, each family 
or combination of small families was bidden to eat, besides the roasted 
lamb, “unleavened bread and bitter herbs” (Ex. 12:8). The celebration 
lasted seven days and had to be observed in Jerusalem, the city of the 
Lord’s Sanctuary.

The thoughts of the chief priests and teachers of the law (scribes) turned 
in an evil direction. They were looking for some way to arrest Jesus and 
kill him, but not during the feast, since the people might riot (14:1–2).

Mark, in rendering his account of Holy Week, 
pauses to insert a happening that occurred on the 
previous Saturday, “six days before the Passover.” 
It was the anointing of Jesus by Mary of Bethany.

Mark
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T H E A NOI N T I NG OF CH R IST 
MarK 14:3–9
Mark, in rendering his account of Holy Week, 
pauses to insert a happening that occurred on the 
previous Saturday, “six days before the Passover.” 
It was the anointing of Jesus by Mary of Bethany 
in the house of Simon the former leper, where she, 
her sister Martha, and their brother Lazarus were 
guests, together with Jesus, the guest of honor 
(John 12:1–8).

Martha was again engaged in serving. Mary, 
meditative by nature, had on a previous occasion, 
much to the displeasure of Martha, “sat at Jesus’ 
feet and heard his word” (Luke 10:38–42). Now, 
in the home of Simon, Mary took an alabaster 
cruse of very expensive pure nard perfume, broke 
the box and poured the contents upon his head 
(14:3), and then “anointed the feet of Jesus.” Next, 
she took down her hair, which no woman was 
supposed to do in public, “and wiped his feet with 
her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of 
the perfume” (John 12:3).

Some of those present indignantly remarked to one 
another, “What a waste of money! That jar could 
have been sold for fifty dollars and the money 
given to the poor.” Judas Iscariot, in particular, 
was incensed, not that he was concerned about 
the poor but because, as treasurer of the band, he 
had developed sticky fingers and appropriated for 
his own use money, which did not belong to him. 
In brief, covetousness had become the master 
passion of his soul.

Jesus came to Mary’s defense. He reprimanded 
the carping critics, saying in effect, “Let her alone. 
Don’t embarrass her. She has done a good deed. 
You have poor people with you constantly. You can 
help them anytime you wish, but me you do not 
have always. Believe me, Mary has sensed the 
core of my mission. With deep spiritual insight, 
she has discerned that I must die to crown my 

labor of love. She has come beforehand to prepare 
my body for burial. What she has done will be 
remembered, in fact, publicized throughout the 
whole world, for my gospel will penetrate to the 
ends of the earth. Her example of devotion and 
understanding will be spread abroad like the 
fragrance of perfume.”

JU DA S DECI DES TO B ET R AY CH R IST 
MarK 14:10–11
In the beginning of his apostleship, Judas was 
an enthusiastic follower of Jesus. He had high 
hopes for the establishment of an independent 
Israel, after the fashion of the one achieved by the 
Maccabees when they wrested freedom from the 
Syrian forces of Antiochus Epiphanes in the second 
century BC. The other disciples respected Judas for 
his administrative ability and elected him treasurer 
of their band. They did not in the least suspect 
him of treachery. When Jesus announced at the 
Passover Feast on Thursday evening, “One of you 
shall betray me,” each one questioned, “Is it I?” 
They didn’t suspect Judas. He enjoyed their trust.

No one is born a full-grown criminal. Criminality 
requires time and practice for development. Sin is 
inherently dynamic. It has within itself the power 
of growth. If not stifled at the beginning, the pet 
sin — be it covetousness or lust for power and 
influence — develops into a monstrous force that 
demands gratification or it will wreak vengeance 
upon the person held responsible for the failure.

Judas gradually came to realize that the 
“kingdom” was anything but an earthly kingdom. 
His dreams and hopes of becoming Secretary of 
the Treasury of a new nation faded and finally 
vanished. Judas became a frustrated and bitter 
man. In that mood, he went to the chief priests and 
covenanted with them to betray Jesus. They were 
glad and promised to give him money. “And he 
sought an opportunity to betray him” (14:11).
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It cannot be assumed that others sought to 
dissuade Judas from thinking in terms of 
an earthly kingdom, for some of them also 
entertained similar notions. For instance, 
the mother of James and John requested 
Jesus, “Grant that these two sons of mine 
are to sit, one at your right hand and one at 
your left, in your kingdom”  (Matt. 20:21). 
James and John voiced the same request 
personally. The disciples had disputed 
among themselves who should be the 
greatest. Jesus had to rebuke them for 
their vaulting ambitions (Mark 9:33–35). 
Even after the resurrection, the mirage of 
an earthly kingdom still lingered with the 
disciples. They asked Jesus, saying, “Lord, 
will you at this time restore the kingdom to 
Israel?” (Acts 1:6).

Ultimately, Satan took over the thought-life 
of Judas (Luke 22:3–6) and induced him to 
betray Jesus for thirty pieces of silver, the 
price of a slave (Matt. 26:15).

On the first day of unleavened bread, when 
it was customary to sacrifice the Passover 
lamb, Jesus sent Peter and John (Luke 22:8) 
to get things ready. This was the first time 
Jesus could eat the festive meal with the 
full complement of the Twelve present. In 
the first year of His public ministry, all the 
apostles had not yet been chosen. Nor could 
He do so in the second year, for He was 
then in the neighborhood of Tyre and Sidon, 
and the Passover had to be celebrated in 
Jerusalem. However, in the third year He 
could be with them all and serve as head of 
the company.

He wished to keep the meeting place 
a secret so that Judas could not act 

prematurely. Therefore, He said to Peter and 
John, drawing on His foreknowledge, “Go 
into the city, and a man carrying a jar of 
water [a most unusual sight, a man doing 
woman’s work!] will meet you. Follow him, 
and wherever he enters, say to the master of 
the house, The Teacher says, ‘Where is my 
guest room, where I may eat the Passover 
with my disciples?’ And he will show you a 
large upper room furnished and ready; there 
prepare for us.” They did as they were told 
and found everything exactly as He had told 
them (14:13–16).

T H E U PPER RO OM
Did the father of Mark loan out his facilities 
to the Lord as some commentators 
suggest? Or did Jesus arrange to reserve a 
rental accommodation? Thousands of such 
rentals were available at each of the three 
major festivals:

1) Passover (March–April), 

2) Pentecost, 50 days after Passover, 
also called Feast of Harvest, (the harvest 
of winter wheat in June commemorated 
the giving of the Law on Mt. Sinai), and 

3) Feast of Tabernacles or Booths 
(October) which commemorated the 
Israelites’ living in tents in the Sinai 
Peninsula.

The Jewish festivals were later transformed. 
Passover and the pagan festival called 
Eastre, in honor of the dawn goddess, 
coincided. The designation EASTER as 
signifying the Day of Resurrection came into 
use in the eighth century. The Old Testament 
Festival of Pentecost was the occasion for 
the outpouring of the Holy Spirit in Acts 2, 
the birthday of the Christian Church.
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 “FU R N ISH ED A N D R E A DY ”
The table was set, covered two thirds with cloth. 
Dishes rested on the uncovered third part. On hand 
were the matzoth or unleavened bread, red wine 
mixed with water, three or four kinds of herbs and 
vegetables arranged in bunches, called sops or 
appetizers. These were to be dipped into a bowl of 
vinegar or salt water. The couches were arranged 
in the form of a horseshoe around the table. It 
remained only for Peter and John to requisition 
money from the treasurer, Judas, so that they could 
purchase a lamb, take it to the temple courtyard, 
kill and dress it, put it on a spit in the upper room, 
and begin to roast it. This activity consumed the 
greater part of the day on Thursday. In the evening, 
Jesus came with the Twelve (14:17).

T H E A N NO U NCE MEN T 
OF T H E B ET R AYA L 
MarK 14:18–21
The festival feast began in a minor key on that first 
Maundy Thursday. All four evangelists record the 
announcement of the betrayal (14:18). The group 
was shocked and each one queried, “Is it I?” That 
was the moment which Leonardo da Vinci caught 
and painted on the wall of the Church in Milan. 

Jesus arranged a signal whereby John the 
Beloved would know who the traitor was. As John 
himself describes it, he leaned on Jesus’ bosom 
and said to Him in a lowered tone of voice, “Lord, 
who is it?” Jesus answered, “It is he to whom I 
will give this morsel of bread when I have dipped 
it.” When He had dipped the morsel, He gave it 
to Judas Iscariot. After the morsel, Satan entered 
into Judas, and he rose from the table to leave. 
Jesus called out after him, “What you are going to 
do, do quickly.” But no one at the meal understood 
why Jesus said this to him. Since Judas had 
charge of the money, some thought Jesus was 
telling him to buy what was needed for the feast, 
or to give something to the poor. As soon as Judas 
had taken the bread, he went out into the night 
(John 13:23–30).

T H E I NST I T U T ION 
OF T H E LOR D’S SU PPER 
MarK 14:22–25
Holy Communion is the Sacrament which has 
superseded the Passover. True, by one offering 
Christ has perfected forever them that are sanctified 
(Heb. 10:14), but the assurance is made doubly sure 
when the individual receives, in, with, and under 
the earthly elements of bread and wine, the true 
body and blood of Christ for the remission of sins. 
Forgiveness is individualized and personalized.

The Lord’s Supper is indeed a feast of 
remembrance, (Luke 22:19; 1 Cor. 11:26), but 
it is not only that. It is also a Sacrament, i.e., a 
sacred act, a means of grace whereby God offers, 
conveys, and seals to the recipient the forgiveness 
which Christ has merited. “Given and shed for you 
for the remission of sins” is the Good News of the 
Blessed Eucharist.

When Jesus had said these words, and when they 
had sung a psalm, they went out to the Mount of 
Olives, to the Garden of Gethsemane (14:26).

What a long evening that had been in the Upper 
Room, an evening of refreshment and spiritual 
edification. Now the agony is about to begin; the 
bitter wrestling with God in prayer in the Garden 
of the Oil Press; the betrayal, the denial; His trial 
before the Sanhedrin, then the Roman court; and 
on to His crucifixion and death.

It may come as a surprise to learn that many well-
known Bible passages were spoken by Jesus on 
Maundy Thursday night after Judas had departed 
from the Upper Room, and before Jesus and the 
eleven apostles left for Gethsemane. Read in one 
sitting John 13:31 to 17:26.
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PE R SONA L A PPLIC AT ION 
MarK 14:26–72

We must praise Thy goodness, that Thou hast left nothing undone to draw us to Thyself. But one thing we ask of 
Thee, our God, not to cease Thy work in our improvement. Let us tend towards Thee, no matter by what means, 
and be fruitful in good works, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (Ludwig von Beethoven, AD 1770)

Mark 14:26–31
1. The sacred rites on Maundy Thursday concluded with the singing of one of the Hallel psalms, 113–118. 

Thereafter, Jesus and the eleven disciples went a half mile east of the city wall to an olive orchard on the 
Mount of Olives. Give the name of the garden as found in Matthew 26:36. 

2. Jesus made a twofold prediction concerning His disciples. State both the sad prediction and the gladsome 
prediction. 
a. 

 b. 

3. How did Peter react to Jesus’ announcement: “You will all fall away”? 

4. What was Jesus’ response to Peter’s declaration of unswerving loyalty?

5. How far did Peter declare himself willing to go to prove his allegiance to Jesus? 

Mark 14:32–42
6. When they entered Gethsemane, Jesus bade eight of the disciples to sit near the entrance and watch and 

pray, while He went deeper into the shadows of the orchard with the three of the inner circle who had 
witnessed the raising of the daughter of Jairus and also His transfiguration on the holy mount. Who were 
the three?

7. How are we to view the sufferings of Jesus in Gethsemane? Put a checkmark before the choices you think 
correct and give the reason for your response:

 ___ unnecessary, if He had taken the proper precautions.

 ___ an example of dedication to principles and truth.

 ___ He was afflicted to reconcile God’s mercy with His justice.

 ___ the Lord laid on Him the iniquity of us all.
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8. Why could the prayer of Jesus, rising out of His humanness, not be fulfilled?  
Acts 4:12

 Romans 5:8–11

9. How can we find peace in our lives when adversity strikes?

10. Why is it necessary to watch and pray, and not to rely wholly on self, when temptation confronts us?

 Relate how you identify with the disciples.

Mark 14:43–52
11. What was the sign or token agreed upon to arrest the right person?

12. How did it happen that Peter had a sword and scabbard on his person? (Luke 22:36–38)

13. Mark is the only one of the evangelists who records the incident of “a young man.” Speculate on who you 
think that certain young man was.

Mark 14:53–72
14. How did the Sanhedrin try to incriminate Jesus?

15. Caiaphas put Jesus under an oath of adjuration, which required an immediate and true response. What 
telling question did Caiaphas demand be answered?

16. The name Jehovah means I AM THAT I AM or, abbreviated, I AM. Because Jesus used the designation I AM, 
of what mortal sin did Caiaphas feel free to accuse Him?

18. What punishment was meted out to the one guilty of blasphemy? (Lev. 24:16)

19. How was the prediction of Jesus, recorded in 14:30, literally fulfilled in the case of Peter?

20. Show how Peter was given assurance of his forgiveness and reinstatement as a disciple loved by Jesus 
from the following passages: 16:7; 1 Cor. 15:5; John 21:15–17.
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